W Blue seas beat on the palm-fringed sands of Martinique—one of the islands asaiting Reina del Mar. ~ Picture: Air France.

islands then became Trinidad, Antigua,
Guadeloupe, Martinique and Barbados in
ord

eee s @ omaatic appeal about the very
idea of the Caribbean and the magical
islands that make up the West Indics. The
names conjure up mental pictures of blue
Seas and a burning sky, of surf breaking on
palm-fringed beaches, of colourful scenes
a1d coloful peope of calypscs and see
bands and exciting thythy
past also catches the vm»gm,\lmn, oot
us have a sort of flkememory evokin pic-
tures of the Spanish Main; of laden gal-
leons and pirtes caesniog ket
some island lai
Spanis
are ringing in my cars,
Like a slow suweet y‘mcofm-m( Sfrom
the grey forgotten year
Less romantic but with more relevance to

ers, Spanich wates, you

es; the establishment of sugar
plantations, bringing with it the introduc-
tion of the negro slaves whose descendants
make up the majority of the present popu-
lation; and their part in the power struggle
between England and France, resulting in
some islands changing hands several times.

The remarkable thing is that so much of
what we imagine about the Caribbean arca
really does seem to be true. In spite of the
Iuxury hotels, swim peols and other evi-
dences of tourism that have invaded the
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islands in varying degrees, the esscntial
\x'\\ms: of scene and atmosphere remain to
ge extent untouched. The islands the
Reina Del Mar Wil visit all have certain
hine and beaches
ur—and cach

bas ts own particular appeal
In Trinidad, the southernmost of
isands, where we make our frst ndfell i
Port of Spain with its population of a dozen
different racial origins, there are trips t0 the.
famous pitch lake, source of the
supply of natural asphalt, and to the Caroni
reserve, home of vast flocks of scarlet ibis.
Antigua, we are told, has 365 beaches,
come o v wil undovbredly be wited

in Nelsons Dockyard a Englich Hasbours
where more than anywhere clsc in the West
Indies the spirit of Britain’s imperial past
lingers pervasively. Here the tall wooden
shipsof George I navy came i to vicual
and hysical setting of the
oot oy changed litele since then.
Guadeloupe and Martinique, our next
o isands,arc both French and shre the
same Gallic charms in their way of life,
including, it need hardly be said, s
Creole dishes and French cuisine. In both
the traditional music i tha of the haunting
beguine, ather than the more cxuberant
rhythm: her islands. Scenically
ey diffr  ekaaidamiss anstings 6.tk

faet oo it lsked by o o seck of
d. One, Grand Terre (in which is situated
e rncipl oy Poime-bhrc, where
Reing Del Mer will dock)is n vl
area of sugar plantations and beaches, in-
cluding the beseh o St. Anne, one of the
fines in the Carbbean. The cifer, Basse
Teme, s more moumisinous, ith spect
including the dormant eleano

Spectacular mountain scencry and luxuri-
ok vegercion are ypical of Martioique,
‘whichpossesses, co,itsown volcanoes. One
e, pow fortanatly dormant, 86 n.ccmly
1902 desroped the entice town of St
Pier: neighbours, Martinique
played its part in the bloody confrontations
of the eighteenth century. One of its con-
ributions to_history was in bringing into
the world the beautfl Ceele gl vho
married Napoleon Bonaparte and bec

the Empress Josephine; her birthplace at
Trois Ilets, across the bay from Fort de
France, where Reina Del Mar will anchor,
an b ers.

Rapocacd, on was n
martial character to find a wifc in this part
of the world; it was in the West Indics that
Nelson met and married the unfortunate
Iady whom he was later to forsake for the
more flamboyant charms of Emma Hamil-
ton.

Finally, we come to Barbados, famous for
(continued in column 3, page 6)
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